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Call-in of the Cabinet decision regarding the Residual Waste Contract 

 
From: Cllr Rob Garnham, Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Management 
Committee 
 
 

1 Purpose  

 The call-in of the Cabinet decision regarding the selection of a preferred bidder for 

the Residual Waste Project was considered by the Overview and Scrutiny 

Management Committee on 27 January.  The purpose of this report is to inform 

the Cabinet of the outcome of that meeting.    

 

 

2 Outcome of the call-in  

2.1 The call-in notice included 11 separate grounds and the committee considered 

each of these in turn.  None of the grounds for the call-in were accepted and the 

committee supported the decision made by the Cabinet on 14 December 

regarding the Residual Waste Project. The decision could therefore be 

implemented immediately. 

 

2.2 Under paragraph 7.1.2 of the call-in procedure rules, the Overview and Scrutiny 

Management Committee can make adverse comments regarding the process, 

when set against the guiding principles for decision making, without expressing 

an adverse view on the decision itself.     

 

2.3 In this particular case, adverse comments were made regarding two specific 

aspects of the process.  The first relates to the proceedings at the Environment 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee which was held on the morning of 14 

December before the Cabinet meeting in the afternoon.   

 

2.4 Members believe that the timing of meetings should be looked at to ensure that 

there is sufficient time for reports to be written and presented to the Cabinet.  

Phrases like the ‘majority of members’ should only be used when an actual vote 

is taken.  To avoid confusion it is recommended that a formal vote is taken if 

similar meetings are held in future to ensure that there is agreement on particular 

issues.    

 

2.5 The second comment relates to the availability of information for all councillors.  

Members believe that it would be helpful if, when officers request information from 
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bidders, the bidders should be asked whether commercially sensitive information 

can be released to all elected members or just a few eg. Cabinet members.  It 

would of course be understood that such information would not be released to the 

public.  This is an important distinction that may affect the decision of a bidder 

whether or not to release information.     

 

 

3 Recommendations  

The Cabinet is asked to note 

 

a) the outcome of the call-in process and the adverse comments identified in 

paragraphs 2.3, 2.4 and 2.5; 

b) that this report will be considered at the next meeting of the Environment 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 20 March to highlight the concerns 

regarding the proceedings at the meeting on 14 December. 
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